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Sun City Oro Valley witnessed many changes in 1995.  The community was eight years old 

and the construction of new homes neared completion. As stipulated in the original Home Owner’s 

Association By-Laws, the Del Webb Corporation would cease to own or have voting rights in the 

community after July 1995. From that date, the residents would control all community property, 

operations and activities.  Before that transfer of authority took place, the current Board of Directors 

worked to quickly approve charters for existing community clubs and organizations in 1994 and 

early 1995.  Charters were granted to the Photo Club, Havurah, the Nine-Hole Men’s Golf Club, 

Ladies Social Bridge and other groups.  After several delays, the Vistoso Hiking Club was chartered 

by the Board on May 23, 1995, one month before the end of the Del Webb Corporation’s involve-

ment in the community. 

The history of hiking in Sun City Oro Valley, however, began years before 1995.  In the early 

years of Sun City Oro Valley (then called Sun City Vistoso), many people hiked in the nearby desert 

and mountains in groups or on their own. Today, the Sun City Oro Valley Hiking Club (formerly 

the Vistoso Hiking Club) has a proud history of 25 years providing scenic hikes and fellowship to 

more than 1,000 past and current residents of the community.   

Nature Trailings 

In the first years of Sun City Oro Valley, the Del Webb Corporation wanted to offer organized 

hikes for newcomers. Founding club member Rudy Punzmann recalls that “the Del Webb Corpora-

tion wanted to show people the desert” as part of their marketing strategy.  The company recruited 

resident Roger Wolthuis to begin a “Hike of the Month” in December 1990.  These were short 

distance hikes into the flat areas surrounding the community, usually covering only two miles.  

These hikes provided newcomers and potential home buyers with a view of desert - the vistas, wild-

life and vegetation.  

The Del Webb Tipster publication began to refer to these hikes as “Nature Trailings.”  Wolthuis 

led hikes “South of the Border,” to a local Hohokam ruins and into the nearby state trust lands.  From 



1991 through 1994, Nature Trailings offered two hikes per month.  Punzmann began to lead these 

hikes in 1993 when Wolthuis moved away from the community.  He remembers that they were very 

popular, and one hike had 81 participants! The hikes were held from the fall through the spring 

months, but not over the summer.  Nature Trailings ran parallel to the Hiking Club from 1994 

through 2000, when it was disbanded.  This early “club” got a number of people involved in local 

hiking, but many residents wanted more. 

Formation of the Vistoso Hiking Club 

New residents purchased and occupied homes in Sun City Oro Valley (SCOV) from 1987 

through 1995.  Many of them joined in Del Webb’s Nature Trailings, but this only offered limited 

hiking opportunities.  Other hiking enthusiasts joined the Southern Arizona Hiking Club and partic-

ipated in their hikes, or they hiked alone or in small, informal groups in the areas around Tucson.  

The Southern Arizona Hiking Club offered an extensive roster of hikes, but it required Oro Valley 

residents to drive to distant areas of Tucson to trailheads.  Punzmann remembers that SCOV resi-

dents felt that “they went too fast for us.”  Those who hiked alone or in small groups wanted the 

safety of a larger group while hiking in desert and mountainous areas.   

The November 1993 Tipster announced that Harold Cutcher would lead an exploratory hike in 

Catalina State Park on December 7.  Hikers would cover eight miles, with 700 feet elevation in five 

hours.  The notice stated that participants would discuss forming a hiking club in SCOV at the end 

of the hike.  In the following month’s Tipster, Cutcher reported that 22 hikers participated on De-

cember 7, and that “the day was great with lots of sun, great vistas and good company.”  The group 

planned to hold informal hikes for the next few months and form a club.  During the next two 

months, Cutcher and Loyal Seidner each led one hike per month, including excursions to the 

Phoneline Trail and the Tortolita Mountains. 

Hike leaders Cutcher, Seidner, Richard Roelke, Stephanie Pearson and Julta Engling continued 

to lead hikes throughout 1994.  Punzmann recalls that Cutcher was “the founder and the driving 

force” at that time.  Susie and Larry Klein and Bob and Jan Cratty were also active in the Club 

during that first year. In October, the hikers held a hike “then a feast” at Catalina State Park, the first 

of many club picnics. By December 1994, the Club offered six to eight hikes per month, including 

trips to Seven Falls, the Tortolita Mountains, McBeth Springs, Brown Mountain and Thimble Peak.   

The core group of 38 original members met at a picnic in Catalina State Park on March 17, 

1995 to discuss a writing a charter, whether to join the Southern Arizona Hiking Club, and to lay 

out rules and a code of conduct. Prior to the meeting, members participated in hikes led by Bob 

Cratty, Seidner and Punzmann. The group decided to remain separate from the Southern Arizona 

Hiking Club but to share information with that group. Rich Roelke remembered that the Club de-

veloped sign-up sheets that were adapted from those of the Southern Arizona Hiking Club.  

By April, the club posted a notice in the Tipster that new members would be required to com-

plete a “newcomer’s hike.”  Roelke noted that “this is especially helpful since many new applicants 

had little or no previous hiking experience.”  What became known as the orientation hike assured 

guides that every member was able to complete a moderate hike. The charter was approved by the 

SCOV Board of Directors in May 1995, and dues were set at $4 per individual and $ 6 per household.  

Larry Klein was the treasurer and collected dues, and Hal Cutcher served as president and Rudy 

Punzmann as secretary. 



Much of the procedures of the Hiking Club were fleshed out in the next few years.  Punzmann 

remembers bi-monthly guide meetings with eight to ten guides on his back porch: “We laughed and 

had a good time. They loved to come to those meetings.”  Leslie and Bob Esparza note that those 

meetings “eliminated any conflicts in scheduling hikes. This also allowed for getting to know other 

guides.” The Club added a New Years’ Eve hike in December 1998.  Since mid-1995, hikes have 

been designated by difficulty on a scale of A to D.  At the time, the Club was using a trail sign-up 

sheet and a liability waiver for all hikes. There was a great deal of enthusiasm for the Club in those 

early years.  Bob Eschrich, who joined in 1997, remembers that “people came here younger and 

everybody was really interested.”  The first three presidents were Hal Cutcher, Rudy Punzmann and 

Rich Roelke.   

Overnight Trips 

Besides day hikes to places in Oro Valley, Tucson, Pima and nearby counties, many members 

desired overnight trips for extended activities.  Don Bender and Gail Farinacci recall that trips “al-

lowed people to hike in distant areas.  It encouraged some individuals to travel, and hikers with a 

passion and familiarity in a geographic location could share this with the club.”   

Hiking Club elders remember several early trips in 1997 and 1998, including excursions to 

Sedona, Humphrey’s Peak (Flagstaff), Death Valley and the Grand Canyon. In Death Valley, the 

group had a hike to the top of a high sand dune, followed by a contest for the most interesting 

descent. “Jack Melville slid down head first on his back doing a beautiful backstroke,” recalls Bob 

Cratty. “He spent the rest of the day with sand in his pants,” but won the contest. 

Trips led by club members were arranged for areas within the United States and beyond.  Some 

were several weeks in length, others two or three days nearby in Arizona. The leaders of these trips 

were responsible for planning hotel accommodations, daily hikes and special events.  Leaders led 

hikers to such faraway locales as Alaska, the Galapagos Islands, New Hampshire and Italy.  Among 

our most active trip leaders were Bob and Leslie Esparza, Jim Hobart, Bob Cratty, Larry and Susie 

Klein, and Dave and Judy Fraser. Between 1997 and 2011, the Hiking Club averaged two trips per 

year.  Since 2011, the Club has sponsored four trips.  Perhaps the largest ever overnight trip, with 

over 70 hikers traveling to Las Vegas, was led by the Kleins. 

Many interesting incidents occurred on those overnight trips. The Esparzas remember “hanging 

on a cliff by our fingernails” on the Sync Line Trail in Canyonlands National Park in Utah. Bob 

Eschrich recalls a trip led by Jim Wisda.  The leader’s car developed three flats in the wilderness 

and the group had to borrow jacks to lift the vehicle and then get the tires repaired in Willcox, 

Arizona.  Eschrich also led a trip to the Mount Rushmore area where the group arranged an im-

promptu caterer to bring excellent, nightly meals for 24 people when they found no food services in 

the area.  On the trip led by Krista and Michael Lubatkin to the Dolomites in Italy, one hiker missed 

the designated meeting spot in heavy rain and ended up in another foreign country – Austria. Close 

encounters with grizzly bears occurred on trips to Alaska and Glacier National Park in Montana.  

Members had fun spending extended time together and enjoying scenic locations away from Tucson. 

Some of the trip incidents were funny or downright scary.  Bob Cratty recalls one trip to Cochise 

Stronghold.  He drove a rented, fifteen passenger van full of SCOV hikers on a dirt road when they 

were pulled over by the Border Patrol.  The officials thought they were illegals!  On a rim-to-rim 

hike of the Grand Canyon, Jim Hobart remembers that the Park Rangers discouraged hiking that 



day because it was too hot. The SCOV hikers had trained back in hot Tucson and decided to go 

ahead, starting at 3:00 am.  It was 117 degrees Fahrenheit later that day.  The hikers struggled but 

finished, and the last group arrived on the South Rim at 11:00 pm. 

Helping the Greater Community 

The Club and its members have been generous in their support of hiking and parks throughout 

Tucson and Pima County.  In the early years, the organization donated $600 to Catalina State Park 

to purchase railroad ties to build a stairway on the Canyon Loop Trail. Local Boy Scouts installed 

the ties as an Eagle Scout project, and the steps remain there today.  In 2003, the Hiking Club 

responded to a need at Catalina State Park.  The Club raised $6,200 from member donations to help 

the park purchase equipment, including a 4 x 4 ATV, to recover from theft and floods.   

Club efforts to help the community went beyond Catalina State Park.  The Sabino Canyon Rec-

reation Area suffered devastating floods in the summer of 2006.  Bridges and roads were washed 

out by torrential rains, and the Club raised $6,000 from member donations in the “Save Our Sabino 

Initiative” to help rebuild hiking trails and roads in that area.  More locally, the Club donated $863 

in 2014 to create and place a panorama sign of the Santa Catalina Mountains on the Nature Trail in 

Catalina State Park.  Similar panorama signs were installed in the Clock Tower, in front of the 

Activity Center at SCOV and at the Views Restaurant in 2014 through 2017, with $1765 from the 

club and the financial help of the Sun City Vistoso Foundation.  Darrel Cornelius recalls that the 

organization garnered more than it spent on the panoramas by selling laminated copies of the map 

in the community.   

In 2016, a club task force led by Jack Evert recommended that the Club provide $1,000 to Pima 

County to produce 15 x 18 inch laminated maps of trailheads in our region.  Pima County provided 

the technical expertise to create the maps, and the Club covered part of the printing costs.  The Sun 

City Vistoso Foundation also donated $1,000 toward this project, and the maps continue to be of-

fered to the public. The Club donated funds for four commemorative tiles in Catalina State Park this 

year. 

Members of the club also have volunteered their labor to enhance hiking and the environment 

in Pima County.  Several groups of hikers have assisted Pima County in spraying for buffel grass in 

2008 and succeeding years.  Wash clean-ups have been conducted by members several times each 

year since 2000, remembers Dick Sauer. The Town of Oro Valley provided grabbers and trash bags 

for this effort.  Volunteers also helped conduct a ten-year census of saguaros in Saguaro National 

Park in 2009.  Over the years, the Hiking Club has donated time, work and money to improve hiking 

opportunities throughout Pima County.  

 Changes, 2000-2008 

By 2000, the Club had grown to nearly 300 members.  Rich Roelke reported that 15 members 

volunteered to serve as guides that year. As the club grew larger, more specific procedures were 

necessary to effectively organize activities.  Safety and enjoyment were key concerns.  

The Club issued a second edition of its Hiking Guide Manual in 2002.  This document estab-

lished procedures for approval of new guides, required that hikers sign a liability waiver before each 

hike and mandated accident reports after injuries on hikes. The Hiking Guide Manual also noted 

that guides were to take a satellite phone provided by the Club on hikes.  Procedures were outlined 

in case individuals developed physical problems during a hike.   



Following the adoption of this manual, the Club board of directors mandated Red Cross training 

for guides to prepare for emergencies on the trail.  Several training sessions occurred in this period 

and again in 2015.   

The 2002 Hiking Guide Manual noted that "the point of any club hike should be the fun and 

full experience of arriving at the destination - not merely the destination itself. [The hike] is enriched 

by memories of good conversation, shared perceptions and new friends."  The Club sought to pro-

vide an enjoyable experience for all, but concerns about accidents and liability required that rules 

and procedures be adopted and enforced. 

It was during this time period that Bob Cratty contributed his popular “Harlan Hiker” columns 

to the bi-monthly newsletter.  He satirized many aspects of the Club in his essays.  In May 2000, 

“Harlan” suggested adopting an A to Z rating system for hikes:  “A hike where you zip up and down 

Mt. Wrightson with one of those jack rabbit guides is a good example of an “A” hike.  A “Y” hike 

will involve driving to the trailhead, then driving home again.  You get ten feet credit… A “Z” hike 

will get you one foot of credit.  All you need to do is just think about going on a hike.  Send Larry 

Klein a list showing the hikes along with the time and date you thought about it.” 

Mystery hikes were another Cratty innovation of that era. Hikers were not told the destination 

or the length of the hike in advance. On one mystery hike, participants met at the Saguaro National 

Park visitor center.  Non-hiking spouses were entertained with a video and auto tour of the park, 

while different groups of hikers followed separate routes to a picnic ground in the park.  They timed 

their hikes to meet at the same hour, with non-hikers arriving similarly.  Bob arranged for a lady in 

a long black dress to play violin to the entire assembly, along with an excellent, catered lunch!  

Other hikes have become traditions in the Club.  The Walk in the Park has been offered for 

many years, first by Rudy Punzmann, followed for many years by Dorothy Kraig, and now Judy 

Maisch and Dean Chapman.  Many hikers fondly remember Lee Bomar’s excursions each Monday 

throughout the year to a variety of locations in the area.  Terry McFadden, Darrel Cornelius, Max 

Haegele, Jack Evert and others have led annual hikes which involved walking in the stream bed at 

Aravaipa Canyon. History hikes to places of interest have been provided by Larry Klein, Bob Cratty 

and recently by Jim Williams. Spring flower hikes, led by Max Haegele and others, have always 

been popular.  Larry Klein, Mike Duellman and others have led some memorable moonlight hikes. 

Injuries and mishaps were and remain an occasional occurrence in SCOV hikes.  While hiking 

on the Phoneline Trail, one female hiker slipped and landed on a prickly pear cactus.  Jim Hobart 

recalls that “back when there were gentlemen, the men formed a circle facing outward on the trail, 

and sent her husband in to save the day. She disrobed, and after 20 minutes of pulling spines, we 

continued.” On another venture in the Chiricahua Mountains, Hobart fell and cut his head, followed 

by much bleeding.  Jerry Diamond, a retired physician and club member, offered a sanitary napkin 

and used it to bandage the injured party. “We hobbled into the base,” notes Hobart. “There Duane 

Bowen and others were waiting, singing the Hiking Club song for us – ‘Lace up your boots, Lift up 

your feet, the Hiking Club is on the move!’” 

A highlight of this period was the hike celebrating 250,000 miles completed by members of the 

Club on February 18, 2007.  Rudy Punzmann led the hike in Honey Bee Canyon, followed by pic-

tures taken for the Arizona Daily Star and Leslie Esparza’s famous chocolate chip cookies as a 

snack. 



Ed Cleveland's hike of the entire Arizona Trail was another high point in this time period.  

Cleveland covered 800 miles of trails between the Utah border and Mexico in 43 passages covering 

11 to 35 miles each.  At age 78, Ed started with members Pat Holiday, Nancy Healy and Carol 

Scotti, as well as two non-club members. The three ladies completed 90 per cent of the Trail, but 

did not participate in hikes in the Mazatzal and Rincon Mountains.  Frank Morris accompanied 

Cleveland in those two mountainous areas that required overnight backpacking.  Ed completed the 

entire trail, the only Club member to do so thus far. 

Annual Events 

Hikes followed by a picnic have been an annual event since the start of the Club.  The first 

picnic was held on October 28, 1994. The second picnic was held in March 1995, setting the prec-

edent for two such events each year.  At the early picnics, leaders like Sid Lang, Duane Bowen and 

others cooked hot dogs, hamburgers and sausages for the group. The members were asked to bring 

desserts, remembers Punzmann. The Kleins recall that this format worked well when the member-

ship was small, but with added hikers the cooking took too long.  The officers then changed the 

picnics to catered affairs to speed up the food service. In 2018 and 2019, the Club held its spring 

and fall picnics at Catalina State Park. Catered sandwiches and drinks were provided, and badges 

were awarded to members for mileage achievements.  

The New Year’s Eve hikes began in December 1998.  The Tipster noted that “an exciting New 

Year’s Eve hike is planned to Picacho via Cracker Barrel, a distance of four miles.”  The food and 

entertainment at these events became more elaborate over time.  Terry Minks and Bob Cratty re-

member the variety of foods prepared and then served in remote areas, particularly at the saddle 

close to Wasson’s Peak in Saguaro National Park. One year, cinnamon rolls were baked in a camp 

oven and served to the hikers at that spot.  In other years, hikers were treated to non-alcoholic cham-

pagne, ice cream sundaes, lettuce wraps with chicken or beef, strawberry shortcake and sloppy joes. 

Participating hikers also brought food to share.  All of these items and attendant equipment had to 

be carried to 4500 feet elevation where food was prepared and served.  Then the refuse was loaded 

into plastic bags and carried down the mountain.  Minks, Cratty and many others were responsible 

for these delicious entrees in difficult circumstances.  Paper New Year’s Eve hats were common, 

and on one occasion Jim Hobart launched an air-powered rocket.  It landed in on a dangerous slope 

and Rich Roelke bravely went and recovered the rocket. 

New Year’s Eve hikes to Wasson’s Peak were suspended a few years ago because the elevation 

gain limited the number of members who could attend. The Club has hiked in the Tortolitas, Sabino 

Canyon, Saguaro National Park West and other locations since then. Max Haegele and others have 

provided s’mores, cheesecake, nachos, crepes and other surprise food items. New Year’s Eve hikes 

continued in 2018 with three pleasant hikes in Oracle State Park.  It was cold, but participants were 

warmed by a wide of variety of food provided by hikers and warm drinks (cocoa, schnapps, rum 

and eggnog, and coffee with Bailey’s) offered by the planning committee. 

The March 1995 gathering was probably the first official, annual meeting.  Rudy Punzmann 

relates that the wine and cheese party after the meeting was added in 1996. Since then, the Club has 

arranged for outside speakers to deliver interesting talks on a wide range of historical, hiking and 

nature topics at the annual meeting.  Popular talks were given on rattlesnakes, the De Anza Trail, 

and Death in the Grand Canyon, a talk by a hiker who almost perished in the western side of that 



national park. The organization has also used these meetings to recognize guides and other club 

leaders, to elect new officers for the coming year, and to pass changes in the by-laws. 

Changes, 2009-Present 

The Club has made a number of changes to improve its activities since 2009.  Many of the 

changes involved the use of new electronic technologies unavailable when the group was formed in 

1994.  Since the club's origins, a bi-monthly newsletter and hiking schedule had been compiled and 

paper copies were printed. Dale Knudsen and Millie Sparling edited the newsletter for many years. 

The copies were distributed at the Activity Center, but many copies were taken by realtors, prospec-

tive home buyers and others not related to the Club.  Starting in 2013, the hiking calendar and 

newsletter were posted on the website.  While an inconvenience to the few without computers, this 

made dissemination of information much faster and allowed for calendar revisions during the month. 

It also saved money on paper copies.   

The newsletter was later discontinued because much of that same information is disseminated 

via email or on the website.  The heavy-weight satellite phone, used by guides since 2000, was 

discontinued and sold because most leaders had cell phones. Hiking guides were not sad to see the 

heavy object discarded. 

Extensive website revisions were made by Paul Meier and Darrel Cornelius in the period 2013-

2018.  The website today offers photographs, the current hiking schedule, an interior site just for 

guides, and much other information on the club.  Many potential homebuyers examine this website 

to see what hiking is offered in SCOV.  The Club also makes extensive use of emails, sending out 

messages, and posting newly scheduled hikes, cancellations and other information.  Since 2013, 

guides have posted planned hikes on a Google calendar.  This has made scheduling much easier for 

the Chief Guide. Date conflicts are quickly resolved and a master schedule of hikes is developed 

one month before they begin. Membership lists are now computerized and carefully monitored by 

volunteers. 

Additional changes have been made in recent years. The Club went to a fiscal year of January 

1 to December 31 in 2013 to match what other SCOV clubs did and to make it easier for “snowbirds” 

to pay dues during the winter months.  The Board of Directors began E level hikes (3 miles or less 

with a maximum of 50 feet elevation) in 2018 to provide hiking experiences for those who wanted 

shorter, more level walks.  A number of these hikes have been launched in the past year.  Led by 

Gaston Meloche, a series of informative hiking talks were offered to club members and the SCOV 

community for three years.  Red Cross supplies and kits were purchased for guides starting in 2011 

and again in 2015.  

The membership has gradually risen since 2010.  Max Haegele notes that "the influx of the next 

generation is replacing older SCOV residents and they seem to be interested in outdoor activities." 

Haegele and other guides comment that people are enthusiastic and sign up for hikes several weeks 

in advance. The total number of individual participations on hikes increased from 2,185 in 2017 to 

2,370 in 2018. After requests from Oro Valley residents, the Hiking Club permitted ten per cent of 

its membership to be open to those outside the community starting in 2015.  Those former residents 

who left SCOV but wished to stay involved were exempted from the ten per cent rule in 2016 so 

they could remain members. From 2010 onward, Board minutes often note difficulties in getting 

members to volunteer for event set-up and board positions. 



In 2018, the name was changed from the Vistoso Hiking Club to the Sun City Oro Valley Hiking 

Club.  This reflected a name change of the entire community from Sun City Vistoso to Sun City Oro 

Valley several years earlier. Many of the early programs and traditions of the Club live on to this 

day.  They include the picnics, the annual meeting with wine and cheese and the New Year's Eve 

hikes.  But in many ways, the organization has significantly changed since its beginnings in 1994. 

A number of experienced members of the Club commented on how things have changed over 

the years.  Bob Eschrich notes that “the cohort has aged,” hikes locations are more repetitive and 

less people are willing to drive far to trailheads.”  Gaston Meloche states that “the club spirit is not 

as good as in the beginning.” Gail Farinacci and Don Bender see a “narrower area of hiking” today, 

but a broader range of hikes for different ability levels. Rudy Punzmann comments that the Club is 

“more structured,” but that was necessary due to the increase in size from the original, small group 

of hikers.  Jack Evert states that there are “fewer new or unusual hikes,” but people are enthusiastic 

to hike and sign up quite early for outings. Jim Brandl comments that “generations of leaders come 

and go and new members pick up the mantel and carry on the traditions of the club with numerous 

enhancements.”   

Club's Value to Members 

Why have so many Sun City Oro Valley residents joined and remained involved in the Hiking 

Club? Larry and Susie Klein note that the Club provides "exercise, companionship and meeting 

people."  Rob Simms said that "it helped us [Rob and Myrna] to become hikers and introduced us 

to the great Southwest."  Don Bender and Gail Farinacci comment that the Club "provided sociali-

zation with a mix of people you would not normally encounter" and allowed members to explore 

the area with the safety of a group.  Dave and Judy Fraser said that the Hiking Club "became the 

basis of our life in Sun City Oro Valley."  

Jack Evert notes that the organization "offered the opportunity to be with like-minded people 

in the desert and mountains."  Terry McFadden comments that it "provided much needed physical 

fitness, also a chance to see and learn more about the Tucson area and to meet new friends."  Gaston 

Meloche states that the club offered "security and socialization, and it is a selling point for the As-

sociation."  Bob and Leslie Esparza say the club offered "great social interaction" and "seeing areas 

you otherwise would not see." Current president Byron Wolffing notes that the Hiking Club “en-

courages healthy exercise, an appreciation of nature, and friendship among members.” The club has 

offered many things to a large group of residents in SCOV. 

Summary 

The SCOV Hiking Club is celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2019, and there is much to be 

proud of. The organization started with 22 individuals in early 1994. The Club has grown from 298 

members in 2012 to 396 at the end of 2018. As of February 15, 2019, the members have hiked a 

total of 453,000 miles over twenty-five years! Two of our hikers, Bob and Leslie Esparza, have 

hiked over 11,000 miles!  Fifty-nine current members have hiked over 1,000 miles with the Club. 

The organization completed 245 hikes in 2018. The dues are only $7 per person, a real bargain when 

you consider what members receive: a chance to participate in numerous hikes, companionship, 

experiences in the great outdoors – plus hors d’oeuvres and beverages at the annual meeting. Many 

adventures and fellowship await the current and future members of the SCOV Hiking Club! 
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Thanks to these past and current Presidents who contributed information and recollections: 

Rudy Punzmann, Bob Esparza, Rich Roelke, Don Bender, Gaston Meloche, Jack Evert, Terry 

McFadden, Max Haegele, Jim Williams, Jim Brandl and Byron Wolffing. 

Thank you to these club contributors who offered information and insights: Larry and Susie 

Klein, Bob Cratty, Duane Hutchens, Jim Hobart, Ed Cleveland, Darrel Cornelius, Leslie Esparza, 

Dick Sauer, Gail Farinacci, Rob Simms, Dave and Judy Fraser, Bob Eschrich, Ginny Williams and 

Terry Minks. 

Other sources consulted include: SCOV HOA Board Minutes, 1994-1995; Tipster articles, 

1990-1998; Article, Arizona Daily Star, July 2008; Minutes, Hiking Club, 2008-Present; Hiking 

Guide Manual, 2002; Tipster 20th Anniversary Issue, 2007; Club History, Richard Roelke, 2000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


