
SCOV Vistoso Hiking Club 

Board of Directors Meeting 

January 11, 2017 

( Subject to approval at next B of D meeting ) 

Directors Present: President Jim Brandl, Vice-President John Newton, Treasurer Kathy Anderson, 

Secretary Mary Rea, Chief Guide Doug Higgins 

Members Present: Max Haegele, Rob Simms, Sally Evert, Darrel Cornelius 

Before beginning the agenda, President Brandl welcomed John Newton as new Vice-President for the 

remainder of this year. Brandl also read a letter of thanks for recognition from former guide, Dorothy 

Krage who has moved out of state. 

1. Minutes Approval: Minutes of the November 9, 2016 Board meeting were approved as corrected. 

(Higgins/Anderson) 

2. Treasurer’s Report: As of last report in November, the journal balance was $7,159.88. Expenses 

since then totaled $1,741.45 and income was $1,658 leaving a journal balance to date of 

$7,076.43. The report was approved. (Higgins/Rea) 

3. Approval of 2017 Membership: Motion to approve the 26 non-resident members. 

(Higgins/Anderson) Higgins amended the motion to specify approval of all 2016 non-resident 

members and those to date in 2017. (Seconded by Anderson) Approved. There is space for 7 

additional non-residents this year. Brandl will work with Anderson to develop a guideline for when 

to approve non-resident members, specifically, en masse, periodically, or individually. 

4. Guidelines/Policies/Bylaws: Brandl stated the currently used 2014 bylaws need to show the 

amendment approved by the membership in March 2016. Mike Lubatkin has volunteered to read 

through the minutes from previous years to locate the policies/guidelines the Board has adopted 

in the past. This information, along with input from members in various positions in the club, will 

be used to provide summary documents. Brandl stated the need for guidelines for Board members 

on what needs to be saved, where it should be saved, and for how long. Additionally, our current 

bylaws do not indicate when a Board position takes effect. 

5. Review of past/upcoming events: 

a. Winter Picnic February 16th: Newton is coordinating this event. 

b. Guest Speaker March 25th Topics: The favored topic is Living with Rattlesnakes. 

c. Tentative 2017-2018 Calendar: Brandl distributed a proposed calendar of club events. 

d. Guides Recognition: Higgins reported on the December 7, 2016 event. There were 15 guides in 

attendance, all officers, and Dick Sauer. Cornelius was thanked for creating the membership 

survey regarding hikes and summarizing them for the guides. Brandl was thanked for 

organizing the event and providing the food. 

e. Club Fair February 3rd: Cornelius has reserved tables in the same location as last year, has 

secured volunteers, and will be copying handouts. 

f. New Year’s Eve Hike: Haegele reported approximately 40 hikers attended the event which 

was rescheduled to January 7 due to inclement weather and held at the junction of Wild 



Burro and Spur trails next to the remains of a line shack. There is a $35 carryover from 

previous NYE hikes. 

6. Nominations Committee: Haegele reported Ann Owens, a previous club Treasurer, has agreed to 

the position again. There are no candidates yet for Vice-President. Brandl will ask Jim Williams to 

again be the club contact person throughout the summer. 

7. Membership Update: Simms reported we had 331 members as of December 31, 2016. Starting 

2017, we have 242 members as 99 former members have not renewed. Simms suggested the 

Board consider having 2 at-large members who would come to meetings to get to know the club. 

This could be a recruitment tool as well. Brandl stated we could consider this in the future. 

8. Market Committee Update: Evert, a member of the SCOV Future Housing Committee, attended a 

marketing committee meeting with 5 area realtors. One realtor reported the next generation is 

not interested in golf or tennis, but interested in hiking. Evert suggested providing club 

information to the SCOV Ambassadors. Brandl asked Evert to write something that could be used 

for promotional purposes. Additionally, Brandl and Higgins will be meeting with the SCOV Health 

Committee to discuss hiking. 

9. Website Update: Cornelius stated the club website address should be used for finding club 

information. Minutes will now be posted there once approved. 

10. Suggestions for Funding Projects: Brandl asked members to provide ideas for future projects. 

Simm suggested the purchase of I.D./medical tags for all members to hang on their backpacks. 

He showed an example of one used by the Saddlebrooke hiking club. Guide tags would be a 

different color. Medical information would be tucked inside hang tag. Simms will determine the 

cost. Distribution of tags at the annual meeting in March is considered. 

11. Call to the audience or additional new business:  

a. Where can one get the map our club collaborated on with Pima County? Brandl will bring copies 

to annual meeting. 

b. Higgins stated he has added an additional orientation hike in February and for the next year 

he’ll have 2 in December, January, and February. He also indicated there are 2 apps available 

from the American Red Cross, CPR and First Aid, which can be downloaded on our phones and 

used without necessity of cell service. 

c. Cornelius asked if there was a policy for when Board of Directors meet. There is not. Brandl 

follows schedule of previous president. 

Motion to adjourn meeting. (Higgins/Rea) Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 4:45pm. 


