
SCOV Vistoso Hiking Club 

Board of Directors Meeting 

November 8, 2017 

Directors Present: President Jim Brandl, Vice-President Byron Wolffing, Chief Guide Doug 

Higgins, Treasurer Zora Saunders, Secretary Mary Rea. 

Members Present: Bob Eschrich, Max Haegele, Jack Evert, Rob Simms. 

Meeting was called to order at 3:00pm. 

1. Minutes Approval: Minutes from the April 5, 2017 were approved (Brandl/Higgins). 

2. Treasurer’s Report: As of April 5, 2017, the journal balance was $6,099.14. Expenses 

since then are $1530.32 and income is $611.00 resulting in a journal balance of 

$6099.14 as of November 8, 2017. Report approved (Higgins/Rea). Brandl noted that 

Darrel Cornelius has been sending a welcome/intro to the hiking club letter to new 

residents and this has had a positive impact on recruiting new members. 

3. “E” Hike Status: Higgins reported that the first “E” hike was offered at the spring picnic 

and had 8 hikers. For our November hike, there were 18 current members who 

attended the “E” hike. Although it was believed offering this new level of hike would 

encourage new club members but thus far it has not. Higgins will offer an “E” hike every 

month. Brandl indicated he contacted a few people to lead these hikes but hasn’t found 

anyone. Brandl will also update the website, the Tipster, and a letter to the membership 

explaining this new hike level. 

4.  Review of Past/Upcoming Events: 

a. Club Fair: D. Cornelius has everything ready to go for the February 2, 2018 event. 

b. New Years’ Hike: M. Haegele will meet with his committee later this month to decide on 

location and hikes. He also stated this will be the last time he will organize this event. 

c. November Picnic: Wolffing reported there were about 75 attendees. Seating was tight.  

Forks were not provided for the salads. He will investigate renting the larger Gila Monster 

picnic area for next year. 

d. Guide’s Meeting and Recognition: There are currently 22 guides. Higgins stated there are a 

few lines in both the Hiker’s Guide and in the Guide’s Manual which need to be updated. 

There was discussion about the frequency of the guides meeting together to relay 

important information and discuss potential problems. Dave Frasier is retiring from leading 

orientation hikes as of Dec 6. Meg Gerkin has been recruited as Orientation Leader with 

Rebecca Long as assistant. In Dec, Jan, and Feb there will be 2 orientation hikes each month, 

and one in March. Higgins also reported the number of hikes taken: March-18, April-21, 

May-10, June-3, July-10, August-7, and Sept-10.  

e. Panorama at Restaurant: Cornelius reported the newest installation of the Catalina 

Mountains identification map has been installed outside The Views. 



f. Liability Forms and Medical Tags: Cornelius reported the new liability form is being given to 

members along with their renewal form. Visitors will also have to sign a liability waiver. He 

further reports that members like the nametag/medical card given to members in March. 

g. Mileage Patches: Brandl was supported by the Board in his suggestion of the club offering a 

Picacho Peak patch. Also, he would like to distribute the Club patch in lieu of the 100 mile 

patch.  

5. Nomination Committee: Brandl will ask Mike Duehlmann to once again head the 

committee. 

6. Membership Update: R. Simms reported there are 334 members, 23 non-residents and 

3 emeritus. This is comparable to the numbers last year. Simms indicated this will be his 

last year helping with membership. Jack Evert has volunteered to replace him. 

7. Review/Adoption of Club Policies: There was discussion about proposed changes. 

Brandl will rewrite the proposed changes to be voted on at the next Board meeting. 

8. Discussion of Proposed Bylaw Amendments/Rationale: Brandl proposed changing our 

club name. He will discuss this with Coco Sullivan as well as if there should be language 

regarding malfeasance of club officers (members are already covered in the handbook). 

Brandl also stated there should be language regarding filling Board vacancies before a 

term is completed. 

9. Website Issues: Cornelius reported there are no issues currently. 

10. Speaker for Annual Meeting: Simms suggested a speaker on the subject of weather, 

whether or not to hike.  

11. Call to Audience/New Business: Eschrich questioned whether there was interest in 

overnight hikes stating the club used to do 2-3 yearly. He offered to bring a list of 

suggested hikes to the Guide’s Meeting.  

Simms indicated that important club dates need to be entered on the Guide’s Calendar. 

Simms also brought samples of Endura Cool Bandanas which are reusable and would be 

good for the guides to carry. A motion was passed to spend up to $250 to purchase 

these for guides to carry (Wolffing/Rea).  

Haegele suggested club members help repair the Romero Trail in Catalina State Park 

(CSP) where downed trees are crossing the trail. A motion was passed to spend up to 

$50 to purchase saws which would later be donated to CSP (Higgins/Wolffing). 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:16pm. 

 

 


